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Concept Note

Literary theory™. the body of ideas and methods we use In the practical reading of litera-
ture helps to reveal what terature can mean. It is basically a deseription of the underly-
ing principles rather the tools by which we attempt 10 understand literature, All recent lit-
erary interpratations are usually drawn on a basis in theory and can serve as a |ustifica-
ticn for a different kind of critical activity, It is literary theory that formulatas the relation-
ship betwean author and work. It develops the significance of race, class, and pender for
literary study, both from the standpeint of the bicgraphy of the author and an analysis of
cartain thematic presence within texts. Litarary theory offers varying approaches for un-

derstanding tha rola of history in interpratation of a t=xt along with the ralevanca of dif-
ferent elements lying hidden within the text itself. Literary theorists often try o trace the
history and evolution of different genres while also investigating the Importance of formal
elaments of literary structure. Literary theory in recent years has also sought o explain
the degree 1o which a taxt is more a product of a culture tham an individual author and in
turn how these texts help 1o create the culture. Incorporating a theoretical approach fol-
lowing Poststructuralism, Feminism, Marxism, or Postoolonialism into a schaolarly paper
oftan providas a useful framewark. It oftan halps to determing tha required spacifications
to focus on certain hidden aspects and analyse them by using certain field-specific vo-
cabulary.
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